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Slugger and the WIMPS

One of the sponsors of the Slugger Awards, was the innovative youth organisation,
Public Achievement. Theywork with young people from tough realities in avariety of
settings across Northern Ireland, and are responsible for the cleverly named WIMPS
(Where Is My Public Servant?) website and project - see www.wimps.org.uk This
site contains a postcode driven database that allows users to identify and email their
elected representatives at local Council, Northern Ireland Assembly, Westminster
and European Parliament levels aboutissues the young people feel areimportant. i
also hosts video ‘hotseat’ interviews, where teenagers interview leading politicians;
and short films created by young people about issues in their communities.

Their confribution fo the awards was a huge effort to provide stimulating video content for the awards ceremony
Imuch of which is now available on www.youlube com/wimpsvideol, and then they came and recorded the event
itself, 1o help with future promotion of the awards. A mark of the regard in which the WIMPS project is held is

that the team of young volunteers (and Kamal - the video
WImMps professional of the team| were given access fo the Great Hall
www-wimps.onguk at Stormont for two days, and were able fo conduct more than
40 interviews with Ministers (including the First Minister], party
leaders, Members of the Assembly and leading journalists. The
team also interviewed two sessions with the awards panelists
as they deliberated over the shorflist and award winners.

These inferviews were then painstakingly edited over
several days into 11 short clips - each of which infroduced
a different cotegory in the awards. On the night, a
team of young people filmed the event and interviewed
the award winners and several of the organizers.

WIMPS works hard fo creafe substantiol engagement between
young people and politicians around issues that young people
feel are important.  Their model is an important alternative to
top-down ‘consultation” with young people —which is normally
on adult terms and mediated by intermediaries. The notion that
young people are disengaged from politics, is quickly dispelled
when you meet any members of their enthusiastic feam.

For next year — WIMPS plan towork more closely with Slugger on
the Awards — both to plan further ahead for the event, but also
to integrate info the awards, a facus on how paolificians, political
institufionsandthemedia heIpTocremeupponun|T|esior-,roung peopletoseriouslyengagewiththepoliticalprocessesthat
impaoctontheirlives. Theyalso plantorecognizeyoung peoplewho have madeimportantconfributions asactivecitizens.

Find out about the other work of
Public Achievement at
www.publicachievement.com
or contact the organisation on
028 9044 2813
or on info@publicachievement.com
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Building a Better World

We are committed to the principles of sustainability and are pioneers
in solving environmental, climate change and energy challenges.

MWH is one of the world’s largest providers of water,
environmental, infrastructure and energy services.

@ M w H For Further information, email

mwhuk.info@mwhglobal.com
BUILDING A BETTER WORLD www.mwhglobal.com
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41P:

Innovation

for the
Public

To find out more visit

Announced as part of Channel 4's Next
on 4 strategic blueprint, 4iP is a major
new initiative to encourage innovation on
digital platforms, which aims to re-invent

public service media for the digital age.

Taking creative risks, nurturing new talent,
championing fresh perspectives and offering new
ways of looking at the world are at the core of
Channel &4's vision, and 4iP aims to extend these

objectives to new platforms.

Channel 4 and our 4iP partners will be investing
up to £60m in content and services which will
help us deliver our public purposes on new

platforms, in new ways, for new audiences.



